Annual General Meeting of Electors
Minutes
16 February 2021
Pursuant to Section 5.27 of the Local Government Act 1995, a General
Meeting of Electors is to be held within a local government district once
every financial year.

Meeting advertised for public information as follows:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Bunbury Herald ‘City Focus Column on Tuesday 12, 19, 26 January and Tuesday 2 February 2021.
Notice posted on notice boards in the City’s Customer Service Centre, City Library and Withers
Library between 11 January and 2 February 2021.
Notice posted on City’s website between 18 January and 2 February 2021.
Notice posted on City’s social media account (Facebook) between 18 January and 2 February 2021.
Notice posted on City’s website and social media account (Facebook) on 31 January 2021 to advise
of rescheduling due to COVID19 restrictions.
Notice posted on City’s website and social media account (Facebook) on 5 February 2021 advising
meeting rescheduled to 16 February 2021.
CITY OF BUNBURY
4 Stephen Street
Bunbury WA 6230
Western Australia
Correspondence to:
Post Office Box 21
Bunbury WA 6231
Telephone: (08) 9792 7234 ◌ Facsimile: (08) 9792 7184 ◌ TTY: (08) 9792 7370 ◌ www.bunbury.wa.gov.au

16 February 2021
Minutes – General Meeting of Electors

1.

Welcome by the Mayor .......................................................................................................................... 3

2.

Record of Attendance, Apologies and Leave of Absence....................................................................... 3

3.

Annual Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2020 ................................................................................... 4
3.1
3.2

4.

Business of the Meeting ......................................................................................................................... 4
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

5.

Mayor’s Report 2019/2020 ................................................................................................... 4
Annual Report 2019/2020 ..................................................................................................... 4
Questions of Which Notice Has Been Given ......................................................................... 4
Questions from Electors at the Meeting ............................................................................... 7
Motions of Which Notice Has Been Given ............................................................................ 8
Motions from Electors ........................................................................................................... 8

Close ....................................................................................................................................................... 9

Page 2

16 February 2021
Minutes – General Meeting of Electors

1.

Welcome by the Mayor
The Mayor declared the meeting open at 6.00pm and welcomed everyone in attendance. The
Mayor also acknowledged the Traditional Custodians of the land, the Wardandi Noongar people
and paid his respects to Elders past, present and future.

2.

Record of Attendance, Apologies and Leave of Absence
City of Bunbury Representatives
Mayor Gary Brennan, Presiding Member
Deputy Mayor Jaysen Miguel
Councillor Wendy Giles
Councillor Todd Brown
Councillor Karen Turner
Councillor Cheryl Kozisek
Councillor Amanda Yip
Councillor Kris Plumb
Councillor Karen Steele
Councillor Betty McCleary
Councillor Tresslyn Smith
Mal Osborne, Chief Executive Officer
Gavin Harris, Director Infrastructure
Dave Chandler, Director Strategy and Organisational Performance
Greg Golinski, Manager Governance,
Leanne French, Senior Governance and Risk Officer
Liam Murphy, Executive Assistant to the Mayor
Bunbury Electors
Don Punch; Sonya Dye; Bernhard Bischoff; Carol Cook; Murray Cook; Del Ambrosius; Ainslee Brady;
Jessica Ricketts; David Smith; Emily McKelvie; Kieran Noonan
Apologies
Councillor James Hayward
Councillor Michelle Steck
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3.

Annual Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2020

3.1

Mayor’s Report 2019/2020
The Mayor asked whether there was anyone present who had not read his report for the year
ending 30 June 2020 as presented in the Annual Report. There being no response, the Mayor duly
presented his report as written.

3.2

Annual Report 2019/2020
The Mayor called for questions from electors concerning the Annual Report. The following
question was asked:
Del Ambrosius 56 Stirling Street Bunbury
Question 1
Why is there a discrepancy between portfolio responsibilities as shown in the Annual Report and
what is on the City’s website?
Response
The CEO advised that the portfolios shown in the Annual Report are as at 30 June 2020 and have
changed in the time since.
With no further questions concerning the Annual Report being received, the motion to receive the
Annual Report for the year ending 30 June 2020 was put to the vote:
Recommendation:

Moved: Emily McKelvie

Seconded: David Smith

The Annual Report of the City of Bunbury for the year ending 30 June 2020 be received.
CARRIED

4.

Business of the Meeting

4.1

Questions of Which Notice Has Been Given
Ms Ainslee Brady 65 Timperley Road Bunbury
Ms Brady gave notice of the following questions:
Question 1
Has the City of Bunbury received any further planning, development or building applications, either
complete or incomplete, for the Tiny Homes project at any location in Bunbury?
Mayor’s Response
No
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Question 2
Has the City of Bunbury received any further planning, development or building applications, either
complete or incomplete, for 70 Timperley Road, Bunbury since stating they had not received
applications beyond the initial three at the community meeting held on Wednesday, 13th January
2021?
Mayor’s Response
No
Question 3
If so, or if there are in future, does the City of Bunbury intend to conduct community consultation
due to the much larger scale than the example provided by the City of someone building 3 houses
on a residential block?
Mayor’s Response
The City understands that Accordwest is establishing a community reference group to be a conduit
to the community on the management of the Timperley Road development.
Any planning applications are assessed against the objectives of the zone in accordance with clause
67(j) of the deemed provisions under the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015. Consultation is conducted in accordance with the regulations and is dependent
on the nature of the application.
Mr Bernhard Bischoff 15 Forster Street Bunbury
Mr Bischoff gave notice of the following questions:
Question 1
Does the City Council accept that the published early 'Plan of the townsite of Bunbury presently on
sale at Muir's Bookshop in Perth, should ideally be owned by Bunbury?
Mayor’s Response
The City acknowledges the historical value of the ‘Plan of the townsite of Bunbury’ but does not
necessarily agree that it needs to be owned by the City.
Question 2
Is the Bunbury City Council prepared to purchase the plan?
Mayor’s Response
The acquisition of the plan would cost the City $39,000 and the City’s total acquisitions budget for
the Museum is $5,000 per annum. The City does not have any current budget to acquire the plan
at this cost.
Question 3
Would the Council, as an alternative to purchasing the plan, support the fundraising campaign
aimed at acquiring that Plan for Bunbury, which I would be happy to start off with the funds earned
through the sale of photographs on display at the Bunbury Museum and Heritage Centre until 15
February, 2021.?
Mayor’s Response
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The Museum is happy to assist with identifying appropriate external grant funding opportunities
which may be suitable for a community group to apply for funding.
Mr Mike Fenton 25 Acacia Street Bunbury
Question 1
Can Council please provide an explanation as to why the owners of Lot 95 Upper Esplanade have
not been asked to install a 3-meter firebreak along their southern boundary adjacent to Wattle Hill
Lodge?
Mayor’s Response
The privately owned property situated at Lot 95 Upper Esplanade, has been assessed by City of
Bunbury Fire Control Officers in respect to the First and Final Fire Notice and obligations under the
Bush Fires Act 1954.
As a result of this assessment the owners of this property have undertaken additional fire break
maintenance at this property.
Question 2
When will Council be removing the thick grove of Peppermint trees which currently occupy that
firebreak precinct, at owner's expense?
Mayor’s Response
The “Peppermint Tree” is considered a habitat tree surrounded by a perennially damp coastal
sword edge community (low flammability). The City, under environmental legislation, does not
remove living trees and seeks to reduce other environmental impacts such as erosion when
maintaining and or enforcing fire break orders.
The City is currently undertaking a Bushfire Risk Planning assessment of all areas under
management and or control by the City. These works will include the area known as Irwin Street
Reserve, with canopy separation and under storey modification to be undertaken to reduce fuel
without increasing potential erosion risk and the opportunity for introduced species and grasses to
gain a foot hold, which ultimately create a further risk in coming years.
Tenders for the Bushfire Risk treatments identified via the Bushfire Risk Management process were
advertised on Wednesday 13th January 2021.
Question 3
Pigeons and their excrement continue to pose a real public-health risks to people frequenting the
CBD. At least two café-type businesses are selling food from outlets which resemble pigeon-lofts.
When will Council instruct Bunbury landlords to pigeon-proof their premises to avoid risks to public
health?
Mayor’s Response
There is no mechanism under the legislation we have available to us to require the building owners
to pigeon-proof their premises.
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4.2

Questions from Electors at the Meeting
The Mayor called for questions from the floor concerning matters under the jurisdiction of the City
of Bunbury Council. The following questions were asked and taken on notice. The responses are
however reflected in these minutes below.
Del Ambrosius 56 Stirling Street Bunbury
Question 1
In the last 12 months, how many vacant positions at the museum and libraries have not been filled
since they were vacated by staff members?
Response
There is currently one vacant position at the Museum which is the Education and Communications
Officer which encompasses Local Studies. This position has been filled on a short term contract
basis to fill the essential requirements of the role until a permanent appointment is made.
The library currently has 2 vacancies.
Question 2
Are there any plans to fill these vacant positions, in particular the role of Local Studies Officer?
Response
The requirements of local studies will be included in the vacant position at the museum to be filled
on a permanent basis. Every vacancy that arise with in the City is reviewed to gauge its necessity,
urgency of back-fill and whether that role is the highest priority for resource allocation. The library
vacancies are currently being assessed.
Question 3
In which Directorate/Management portfolio does local studies sit?
Response
The portfolio sits under the Sustainable Communities Directorate which is overseen by the
Manager Community Facilities.
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4.3

Motions of Which Notice Has Been Given
Nil

4.4

Motions from Electors
Decisions made by Electors at an Annual Electors Meeting are presented to a meeting of Council for
consideration per Section 5.33 of the Local Government Act 1995, which reads”
“All decisions made at an electors’ meeting are to be considered at the next Ordinary Council
Meeting or, if that is not practicable, at the first Ordinary Council Meeting after that meeting or at a
special meeting called for that purpose, whichever happens first.”
Murray Cook moved, and Kieran Noonan seconded the following motion:
That the Mayor, Councillors and City Staff be thanked for their efforts during the year.
The Mayor put the motion to vote and it was carried to become the Electors’ Decision as follows:
Recommendation:

Moved: Murray Cook

Seconded: Kieran Noonan

That the Mayor, Councillors and City Staff be thanked for their efforts during the year.
CARRIED
Bernhard Bischoff moved, and Tresslyn Smith seconded the following motion:
That the Council be thanked for promising to assist with the fundraising campaign towards the
acquisition for Bunbury of the “Plan of the Townsite of Bunbury” circa 1843.
The Mayor put the motion to vote and it was carried to become the Electors’ Decision as follows:
Recommendation:

Moved: Bernhard Bischoff

Seconded: Tresslyn Smith

That the Council be thanked for promising to assist with the fundraising campaign towards the
acquisition for Bunbury of the “Plan of the Townsite of Bunbury” circa 1843.
CARRIED
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